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qu lIu "I‘old lhc Bourd Fast. l"‘ull ofr
Comlllluu ~ Plre Iscapes

Needed,
!

Building [nspectoyr Withnell, In bpr-dli-
1 ing of the entastrophe nt a Cleveland, O.,
| suburh, in which 170 public school childiren
‘were burncd to death, says lh'll ine
Omaha public school bulldings, wlth PO
sibly one exception, are in good condition
and - in litile danger., This exception, M,
Withnell says, is the Omaha View school,
which was condemmned last fall as being
unsafo, but it had been declded to finish
out this yvear's school term before . taking
any decisgive steps toward Hs demaolition.

“PThis school,” sayvs Mr., Withnell, e 3!

| situated on the top of a hill, and its uulla
are eracked In several places, amd on this
aecount it was eondemmned and  recom-
mendations made that it be torn dowh,

"*he dunger to this bujtding is not 59

much from fre or cxplosion.” |

Mr, Withnell s nol in favor of the pres.
ent svstem of {ire capes, Thelr coh-
struction s sueb H.mt ln case of fire the
pupils from cach, reom are compelied to
0 into the hallway and f1om there Lo e
exits st euch emid af the hall

“Iire escapes should be constiucied,”

sald he, "so that cuch room would huve
one soparate cxlt so as to avold the con-
fusion which always results whoen a large
namber of children are thiewn together,

This coulid be aceomplished by rearrang-

ing (he fire escapes to lead from the cloik
7] rooms instead of polng Into the hallways,
4 his crrangement would pennit the cios.
V| ing of all the daooss in the building and
| prevent the smoke  from cntering - the
rooinsg and the pupils of cach room could
make their exit down the thre escape with.
cut coming in contact with the entire
body of chifldren which invariably results
in the trampling down and crushing ot
the weaker ones.”
| Pyesident Cole ‘Talks,

Pavid Cole, president of the school
hoard, when asked nphout the condition of
the Omahu View schiool buflding, sald:

‘T have no recolleetion of this bhuslding
evar being condemned by the huilding
4 Inspector. My, Withnell told the members
{ of the board that the buliding was unsife

but he did not condemn it 'The fact that

the bullding was inadequate for use as i

school bullding wuas  discussed by  the

bhoard aon several oceasions, but jts con-
dition last fall way nof such that would
warrant ity being closed.

“I'he board now has under conslderation
the erection of a4 new and larvger hulld-
ing o take the plivve of the Omahn View
school,  The new bullding will be located

1 within four or tive blocks of the old one
] and will take a great many of the puplls
from the Druid 1110 and Lotarop schools
and relieve the congestion existing there
now, Just as soon as the present school
term s cnded, work will begin, The lo-
cation for the new building has not bheen
detinitely settled, but it will be near tie
1 old one aud will be tinished In thine for
b the next term of school and the old
1 buflding will not be used agafn”

Mr, Cole, while admitting that the hulld.
ing was in same danger from destruction
Ly o territie wind, thought that its con-
dition was not dangerous at the present

1 time,

“IUf the huilding was "ll"‘lllﬂ”\’ condemned
last venr,'' satd Mr. Cole, it certainly
wotlld not be in nre pow.”

Tulle of Safeguards,
. Superintendent  Davihlson’s ofiice has
ashed eachh princlpal te answer at oncee
whetlier her bhuilding has any doors ont-
|| #lde celass or celoak room, that do not
 epen outward,
1 David Cole, prestdent of the Omahug
| board of cducation, says that his beliof
L is that all of the modern buildings have
doors opening out.  Prineipuals have a fire
drill eaceh month and Inspect the base-
ments twice each day. |
. At Superintendent Davidzon's office, car-
poenters  report  theltr belief that every
bullding has doars opentning out. Many
cloak rooms hiavee swinging doors,  Somc
1 oatideast one of the princlpals nat only keep
1 all doors unsocked, bhut all windows also,
1 during the day.  There are only threo
bufldings above twan stories, the old fligh
| oscehool, Farnam and Park schools, These
Jaave fire rEeapes,
! Stperintendent of Construction Finlay-
1 son thinks the school bnildings of Omaha
aro In as good condition and as siafe from
fires or explosions as any siimmillar bulldings
in the country. I'he 1igh school and the
| Park schaol are heated Ly plantg built in
. | the yvards and entirely separated from the
buildings proper by neatly 100 feet, ‘The
other sehool bulldings are heated hy gtepn
or furnace as a rule and he believes the
hollers are «o fireproof and the furnaces
20 carefully run that the minimuwn of
danger s assared.
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